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DRURY-LAN E, Friday, Fan. 3, 1800. 
Ruve a Wirz, aNnD Have a Wire. (7. Fletcher.) 
Lopoiska.—( 7. Kemble.) 


In this play, the great talents of Mr. Kemsce 
fhine with peculiar luftre. The confummate art, 
with which he counterfeits the‘ idiot, previous to 
his marriage with Magaretta; and the dignified 
affertion of his character and rights, after he be- 
comes the hufband of that lady, form a contraft 
truly ftriking, vet ftrictly confonant with nature. 


G ' Mifg 














36 THE DRAMATIC CENSOR; OR, 





Mifs Metton has appeared this feafon, as the 
fucceflor of Mrs, Jorpan, in the lower walks of 
comedy. Her Efifania, though an avowed copy 
of her predeceffor, is, notwithitanding, entitled to 
commendation. 


Eft quoddam prodire tenus, fi non datur ultra. 

Mifs De Camp, in Lodoi/ka, continues to gain, as 
fhe deferves, ftronger and ftronger proofs each 
night of public favour and efteem. It is with un- 
feigned pleafure we add, that the whole ftyle of 
her performance evinces, that, inftead of paraly- 
zing her energies, the flattering ‘reception fhe expe- 
riences, operates, as merited praife always will 
upon a noble mind, asa ftimulus to future and in- 
creafed exertion. The * gold-medal, which fhe 
wears 





—_— 


* As many of our readers have, no doubt, notieed the cir- 
cumftance of Mifs Dz Camp’s wearing this medal, though 
very few of them, there is reafon to fuppofe, are acquainted 
with its hiftory, the following explanatory particulars, it is 
prefumed, will not’ be unacceptable. 


Mr. Sepcwick, duly appreciating the value of Mifs De 
Camp’s profeffional aid, engaged that lady to perform for his 
benefit at Brighton, laft feafon. Mifs De Camp, on his ap- 
plication, offered her affiftance with that readinefs to oblige, 
which forme a diftinguifhing ¢rait in her charaéter. Her ac- 
knowledged reputation filled the houfe to overflow, and the 

receipts 
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wears at her breaft, is a tribute of grateful acknow- 


ledgment, on the part of one of the performers 
of 





receipts of the theatre, that night, exceeded all precedent 
during the whole courfe of the feafon. Mr. Srpcwickx 
preffled upon her acceptance a ¢commenfurate pecuniary ac- 
knowledgment; byt Mifs De Camp pertinacioufly refufed, 
(and in that refufal obftinately perfifted) to receive the /mallef 
fee, or remuneration whatever fer her fervices. It muft here be 
noticed, that Mifs Dz Camp, in volunteering her affiftance 
to a& at Brighton, undertook a tafk of ten-fold inconve- 
nience and fatigue, compared to what performers ufually 
incur, on fimilar occafions, by mutual accommodation in Lon- 
don. She was two fucceflive nights deprived of reft, by her 
journey, to and from Brighton, her profeflional duties at Drury- 
Lane requiring her attendance the very evening, fubfequent 
to her performance at Brighton. : 


Finding her inflexible in her determination not to accept of 
payment, Mr. Sspcwicx privately employed a jeweiler to 
defign and execute a medal, which might ferve, as well to per- 
petuate his own gratitude, as the diftinguifhed talents of the 
lady, whofe generofity he wifhed to compliment. The work 
was planned with fuperior tafte, and finifhed in a fuitable ftyle 
of elegance. It was laft week prefented to Mifs De Camp, 
who very delicately appeared in public with this ornament, 
for the firft time, in Lodoifka; rightly conceiving, that it muft 
enhance the value of the gift, in the eye of the donor, to wear 
it ina piece where he himfelf performs a part. On one fide 
the medal bears the following device: 


** Prefented by T. Sepcwick to Mifs Dz Camp, who per- 
“« fo.med for his benefit at Brighthelmftone, 1799.” 
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of Drury-lane, to her profeffional excellence, and 


difinterefted generofity. 
COVEN T- 





-— 


On the reverfe, by way of motto, thefe lines are infcribed: 


«© Woman to Man undoubtedly may prove 

«« Her right to friendfhip, unallied to love: 
«« And, as a token you’ve perform’d the part, 
«« Accept this tribute of a grateful heart.” 


Appropriate emblems and decorations grace the border. 


We dwell with delight upon this topic, as fuch inftances of 
difinterefted generofity, on the one hand, and grateful acknow- 


. ledgment on the other, refle& equal honour on the wearer’s 


and the donor’s heart. Virtue may be “ its own reward ;”— 
but it is a duty, which we owe to fociety at large, to hold up 
virtuous example for imitation, and for excitement to fimilar 
goodnefs. To rouze the heart of man to active beneficence, 
nothing is more effential than to infpire him with a due fenfe 
of the dignity of human nature. And we fhall ever experience 
a peculiar gratification in refuting that narrow-minded preju- 
dice, which fuppofes the exercife of virtue and moral propricty 
incompatible with the theatrical profedlion. 9 


Finally, to guard againt all poflibility of mifconftruétion, 
and that this public teftimony to moral worth and profeffional 
excellence may not be attributed two partiality and friendhhip, 
Mr. Dutton folemnly declares, upon the word and ho- 
nour of a gentleman, that he is, with refpeé to perfon, totally 
unknown to Mifs De Camr, and never exchanged a wotd 
with that lady in his life. But he is not the lefs acquainted, 
from fure, unerring fources of intelligence, with her amiable 
and meritorions charaéter. 
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COVENT-GARDEN, Friday, Fan. 3, 1800. 


P) 

Roap. ro Ruin. (TZ. Holcroft.)—Vorcano. 

Dramatic writers, unlefs they are content to bar- 
ter lafting reputatfa for a fhort-lived notoriety, 
fhould ever be cautious how they avail themfelves 
for the ground-work of their plays, of temporary, 
and local charaéteriftics, which owe their inte- 
reft folely to the caprice of fafhion, and the preca- 
rious whim of the day. - If they neglect this pru- 
dent leffon, they muft expect to fee their literary 
honours vanifh with the folly, on which they 
built their hopes of fuccefs. Such has been the 
fate of Mr. Horcrorr’s Road to Ruiz, which, 
hinging entirely on what is technically termed the 
rage, (but a rage, which has given place to 
newer ablurdities) ; lofes every feafon an additional 
portion of its interett, and, of confequence, its pub- 
lic attraction. Such a fy(tem of dramatic author- 
fhip may fuit very well the purpofe of ephemeral 
play-botchers, who, deftitute themfelves of mental 
powers, muft wait for a Trip to the Nore, a Naval 
Pillar, or an Embarkaiion, to fhroud their own im- 
becility under the effervefcence of popular phren- 
zy, and fafhionable extravagance ; but thould be 
rejected with contempt by everylegitimate jon of the 
Drama; every writer of talent, poffeffed of native 


ftrength of mind, and irradiated by the bright 
fun of Genius, 


Of 
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Of the leading characters in the Road to Ruin, 
the part moft ably fuftained is incontrovertibly 
that of Old Dorntoun, ‘The moft faftidious critic 
could fcarcely wifh for a better reprefentative than 
Mr. Munpen. | | 


Mr. Lewis, as Goldfinch, never fails to com- 
mand the plaudits of the audience ; but, with due 
deference to fuperior judgment, we mutt candidly 
avow, that to us there appears a degree of fame- 
nes in his manner, which trenches very clofely on 
infipidity. We have fcen this part much better: 
performed by Mr. Fawcerrtt, at the Haymarket- 
‘Theatre. 


Ne eee 


DRURY-LANE, Saturday, Fan. 4, 1800, 
Pizarro. (Meffrs. Sheridan and Kotzebue) Tue 
Dear Lover. (JL. Pilon.) 


Were it not for the inimitable acting of Mr. 
Kempe, which never can ure upon the {pectator 
of tafte, we fhould be at a lofs to account fo: the 
public infatuation, in favour of this heterogeneous 
compound of Farce and Tragedy! Each repeaied 
reprefentation (inftead of abating its attractions), 
feems to add to its intereft, and the Theatre 
boafts each night as great an overflow, as on its 
fi ft production. 

COVENT. 
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COVENT-GARDEN, Saturday, Fan. 4, 1800. 

Tue Birth Day.—THeE Horse anD THE Wr- 
pow. ( both manufaétured from Kotzebue, by T. 
Dibdin).—VOLCANO. 


It is fcarcely neceffary to inform our readers, that 
‘The Birth Day is originally of German parentage, 
being adapted to the Englifh Stage from Kofzebue’s 
Reconciliation. Whilft we are willing to admit 
the propriety of many of the alterations, which . 
Mr. T. Disp1n has been induced to make, we can- 
not refrain from difputing his judgment, in trans- 
ferring the office of mediator from the common 
friend and phyfician of the two parties at variance, 
to a perfon, who is fon to the one, and nephew to 
the other. That two brothers, living in a flate of 
open and avowed hoftility, may, notwithftanding 
their reciprocal animofity, call in the aid of the 
fame medical gentleman, from a high opinion of his 
profefiional fkkil], is a cafe firictly within the limits 
of probability, and which has, no doubt, repeatedly 
occurred in actual life. That, in the courfe of his 
vilits, this |] gentleman fhould obtain the confidence 
of both parties, individually; and that (viewing the 
caufe of their unhappy quarrel in the light of cool 

reflection 





{| In Kot zebue’s Drama it is Do&or Bluism, not the fon of 


one of the parties, that effects a reconciliation between the 
two brothers, 
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reflection, unwarped by paflion, and intereft) he 
fhould find the object, for which they have been fo 
Jong contending, unworthy of fuch inveterate 
{trife ; and thence conceive the generous defign of 
eradually pacitfying thetr mutual refentment, and 
eyentually effecting a happy Reconcthaticn—this, 
likewtic, is a circumftance at once probable, prac 
ticable, and meritorious. But, that young Bertram 
fhould be the mediator and go-between in this quar- 
rel; and that neither the father, nor the uncle, 
(both of them bieft with the unimpaired faculty of 
eye-fight !) fhould recognize fo near a relative !— 
this, we muft coniefs, is a refinement upon Impro- 
bability, which eftabliihes Mr, Dizpi1n’s claim to 
the /ublime and wonderful, beyond the poflibility of 
doubt and contradiction!!! An adventure of this 
nature involves fuch a complicated feries of con- 
trarities and abfurdity, as could not fail, one fhould 
imagine, immediately to ftrike the obfervation of 
every enlightened reader or f{pectator. Yet, ftrange 
to tell! thefe glaring incongruities have totally ef- 
caped the pur-blind optics of New/paper Critics, and 
Monthly Reviewers ! 


With refpect to the merits of the performers, Mr. 

M unDEN, in the character of an old weather-beat- 
en fea-captain; and Mr. Fawcerr, as his faithful 
fervant and comrade Yunk; julily claim the pre- - 
eminence. Their parts are evidently copies of 
Sterne’ s 
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Sterze’s exquifite delineation of Uncle Toby, and 
Corporal Trim. Mr. Murray hasa fhort part, © ich 


he fuftains with his accuittomed ability and accura- 
cy. Mrs. Porz’s Ewma would find a more’ able 
reprefentative, in the perfon of Mifs Murkay. 
Sorry are we, that a due regard to truta and, eri- 
ical integrity compels us to animadvert fo ttrong. 
ly upon Mrs. Pore’s ftyle of performance. It is, 
we can affure that lady, with fincere reluctance we 
execute thisunplea(ant part of our cenforial function ; 
but as our remarks originate in motives of pure bene- 
volence, and are intended to point out, at once her 
error and the means of reformation, we hope they will 
meet with appropriate attention, and be gratefuliy 
receivcd. Mrs. Pope has, beyond difpute, the ad- 
vantages of a genteel perfon, and engaging counte- 
nace, in her favour ; nor is fhe deftitute of talents. 
But unhappily, fhe has forfaken the path of Nature 
and Simplicity for the devious maze of Art; whence, 
unlefs feconded by wholefome advice and a firm 
determination, on her part, to extricate herfelf, her 
return to chafte, unfophifticated acting, will be 
found a hopelefs aad impracticable talk, 


The intermediate piece, entitled The Horfe and the 
Widow, but for the mu/broom celebrity of the Ger- 
man author, would be, in every fenfe of the word, 
beneath the dignity of criticifm. It is a produc- 


tion remarkable only for its dullnefs, puerility, and 
H ftale 
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ftale attempts at humour, which would difgrace the 
pen of a fchool-boy. And yet there are writers, 
and foi-difant critics in this country, who, in the 
plenitude of their arrogance and blind zeal, have 
thought proper to baptize this felf-fame Kotzebue, 
by the name of the German Shake/peare ! 





DRURY-LANE, Monday, Fan. 6, 1800. 


Love Makes A Man. (C. Cibber.}—Lopoisxa. 


There is more bufinefs, incident and humour in 
this play, than would fuffce for half a dozen of 
modern comedies of recent date; and yet (fuch is 
the caprice of fafhion, fuch the waywardnefs of the 
public talte) it rarely fucceeds in drawing a good 
houfe. For this feeming paradox two principal 
caufes may be afligned. The charafer of Clodio, 
though fketched with a mafterly hand, is not the 
fop of the prefent day, and confequently lofes its 
local intereft. The fame remark will apply to 
.others of the Dramatis Perfone. In the fecond 
place, the parts are far from being well caf? ; nor can 
we praife the general manner, in which this comedy 
is gotup. There feems to be a perverfe and im- 
politic fyfiem introduced of late yearsin the ma-, 
nagement of this theatre, in virtue of which cer- 
tain plays are fuffered to remain in a ftate of 
_ flovenly reprefentation, to ferve as a kind of /fage 
lumber 
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Iumber, on which the manager can immediately lay 
his hand, when, (confident of a good half-price, 
from the popularity of his after-piece,) he wants 
fomething, no matter what, to fill up the interme- 
diate {pace oi time. This 1s a fyftem, however, 
which in the event cannot fail to prove equally in« 
jurious to the intereft of the proprietors, and the 
eratification of that part of the audience, who pay 
the fu/] amount of admiffion. As fuch, it cannot 
be too firongly reprobated. It is a hard cafe, in- 
deed, that the lover of legitimate drama muft fub- 
mit to have the refufe of the theatrical ftock in 
trade palmed upon him; beczufe the major part of 
a half-price audience are content to forego rational 
entertainment for the puerile attractions of a pan- 
tomime, in which light we confider all productions 
of a fimilar defcription with Blue-Beard, Lo- 


doifta, 8c. 


In the concluding fcenes of this comedy, humour 
is degraded into abfolute buffoonery, in the repar- 
tees and farcafms, which pafs between Clodio, and 
his téfy uncle. This may anfwer very well*the pur- 
pofe of fetting the galleries in a roar ; but ** cannot 
“ fail to make the judicious grieve; the cenfure of 
‘© one of which ought to overweigh a whole thea- 
“ tre of others.” 


Mr. Barrymore, being recovered from his rheu- 
matic complaint, appeared to advantage in the af- 
| _terpiece 
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terpiece of Lodvi/za, in his old character of Kera 
Khan. He is avowedly the belt /tage-tyrant, the 
theatre caa boat. 





COVENT-GARDEN, Monday, Fan. 6, 1800. 
Incte ano Yarico, (G. Colman.) Votcano, 


+ 





Mr. Fawcett being feized with a fudden ilnefs 
in the morning, the part of 7rudge devolved upon 
Mr. Knicut. The humour of this latter gentle- 
man is of a far chafter nature than his predecef- 
for’s; but, probably, tor that very reafon, lefs cal- 
culated to pleafe the coarfe intellects of the gallery. 


Mrs. Pore’s Yurico is one of her beft parts. In 
a character like this, which admits m a certain de- 
eree of the outré, the general defects of her ftyle of 
acting do not obtrude chemfelves fo glaringly upon 
our obfervancy. Mrs, Marryr plays the part of 
Wow/ki with fpirit. 


It is a fortunate circumftance for the author of 
this piece, that 1t was brought out prior to certain 
Jate events, which naive obhged the legiflacure to 
keep a tlricter eye over both the prefs and the 
ftage. There are feveral fativical fallies, in A& II. 
on the morality of Cori/zan countries, which, we 


are 
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are perfuaded, would never, in the prefent temper 
of the times, obtain the far of the Licenfer. And in- 


deed, the intereft of the piece, would nor be in the 
leaft affected by their omifiion. 





MRURY-LANE, Tuefday, Fan. 7, 1800. 
Pizarro. (Sheridan, & Kotzebue.)\—Lying Vavet. 
(D. Gurrick.) 


To judge from the crowded houfes this play 
never fails to draw, the proprietors of D:ury-lane 
would only render themfelves guilty of a charge of 
prodigality, and liable to an impeachment of watte, 
by incurring any expence by the production of no- 
velties. As long as the infaryation (it deferves no 
other name) for this fplendid /pe‘Facle lafts; as long 
as the town choofes to be gu//ed with repecition upon 
repetition, the manager may perfift in phyficking 


them, even to nau/ea. 
Dui vult decipi, dectpiatur. 


Mifs Hearn, as the difguifed Melia, in the af- 
ter-piece, appears to great advantage in breeches. 


COVENT- 
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~COVENT-GARDEN, Tue/dzy, Fan. 7, 1800. 
THe Beaux STratTaGemM.. (G. Fargubar.)——~ 
VOLCANO. 


This fprightly and entertaining comedy attra@ed 
avery good houfe, and was received with warm 
applaufe. A Mifs Mixxs (a relation of the a€trefs of 
that name) made her debut this night on the Lon- 
don ftage, in the character of Cherry. If candour 
obliges us to remark, that fhe exhibited no prominent 
features of excellence in her performance, it muti, 
on the other hand, be acknowledged, that fhe fur- 
nifhed as little caufe for pointed cenfure and ani- 
madverfion, 


Mrs. H. Jounstrone has been brought forward 
this feafon, as the reprefentative of Dorinda. This 
lady certainly poffefles merit; but fhe does not 
appear to havea right conception of the part, She 
throws too much of the Hoyden into her perform- 
ance; and this evening, in particular, had too much 
occafion for the Prompter. 


Mr. Munpen, tn the ludicrous part of Scrud, fre- 
quently fet the houfe in a roar of Jaughter. But 
his delineation bordered too much upon ccriceture, 
and was evidently calculated for the galleries. When 
he addreffes himfelf to the ladies of the family, the 
affected airs he aflumes, and his /abourcd ridiculous 

bows, 
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bows, are totally inconfiftent (however clownifh, 
and aukward the manners of Scrub may be fuppofed 
to be) with that refpeét, which befits the dependant 
fituation of a menial fervant. 


Mr. Lewis, with the exception of thoft repeated 
paufes and breaks in the middle of his fentences, 
which form a characteriftic defect 1n his perform- 
ance, and which, we fear, time and habit have ren- 
dered too inveterate to leave any hopes of reform; 
was very happy in his delineation of Archer. He 
poflefies from nature a peculiar vein of fprightlinefs 
and gaiety, which admirably accords with characters 
of this defcription. ’ 


Mr. Pope, as Lord Aimwell, was paffable ; and 
Mr. Emery proved himfelf qualified to act the part 
of Gibbet. 





DRURY-LANE, Wednefday, Fan. 8; 1800. 
Tue Secret. (£. Morris.)—Lopoisxa. 


This play continues to experience a degree of | 
public favour, encouragement,- and predileétion, 
to which its inrinfic merits, in our humble opinion, 
are little entitled. Of glaring faults and abfurdities 
we do not accufeit; but, at the fame time thatit is 
exempt from vulgarities, and coarfenefs, it is 
equally deflicute of thofe charatteriftics, which 

evince 
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evince fuperior genius, and fublimity of mind. The 
plot is far from fatisfactory ; the dialogue, though 
not digraced, like too many of our modern pro- 
ductions, by a want of grammatical knowledge, 
and idiomatic propriety, is, notwithftanding, flimfy, 
and, with refpect to ftyle, frequently vague and 
indefinite. The feveral component parts are not 
adequately linked and incorporated with each other: 
nor has the author been fufficiently attentive, in the 
conduct of his fable, to the laws of probability. The 
rendezvous of Lizard’s whole family of /pungers at 
Torrid’s place of abode is effected by a fortunate com- 
bination of circumftances, which borders too much 
upon the marvellous. We mean not to arraign his 
journey to Zorrid’s manfion with his daughter Su/an- 
nab; nor the fubfequent arrival of Fem, and Ferry. 
But that Fack (to ufe a homely phrafe) fhould make 
his appearance at this critical juncture, and pop upon 
them in the very nick of time, without any appointe 
ment on his father’s part; this in our opinion, is a cir- 
cumftance, which requires a more plaufible reafon 
than his riding 200 miles, in company with a dif- 
fipated man of fafhion to look at a horfe. 


The under-plot, if we may give it that title, in 
which Mr. Dorville and Lady Efther act fo confpicuous 
a part, is, likewife, liable to confiderable objections. 
Itis not only fale, confidered in reference to the 
leading incidents; but is at the fame time not 
judicioufly blended and incorporated with the gene- 


ral intereft of the piece. 


Viewed 
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Viewed in a moral light, we highly approve of 
the wholefome leffon Mr. Dorvilles condué& incul- 
cates to landlords and propietors of manors; but 
the author fhould remember, that there is a poffibi- 
lity (to make ufe of an old, but wife adage) of bav- 
ing too much of a good thing. Two tenants running 
a race, and formally difputing with each other, who 
fhall have the honour of throwing away sool. is a 
{cene which favours more of caricature and burle/que 
than of probability, and the actual ufages of life. 


Laftly, we fhall obferve, that the author approxi- 
mates too much to the ftyle of novel writing. We 
could not reprefs an involuntary fmile, when we 
heard the heroine of this play fpeak of herfelfin the 
third perfon: “ Poor Rofa!” &c. ‘There is, like- 
wife, an affectation of fentiment, which produced 
only a ludicious effect upon the mind, “ Dol 
lean heavy, Henry °” * 


Upon the whole, we cannot help confidering 
The Secret, notwithftanding its celebrity and fuccefs, 
as a play of very inferior pretenfions. If we allow it, 
as we moft fincerely do, to be a barmie/s, and in 
many refpects, a very moral drama, this is the utmoft, 
we canfay in its favour. Too flim/yin fome parts, and 
foo grave in others, it feems co form a kind of me-— 
dium, between a Sermon and a Farce. 


I Mrs. 
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Mrs. Jorpan having (to adopt a fafhionable 
phrafe) /eceded from her profeffional duties, the 
part of Rofa found an able fubititute in Mis 
Biccs, whofe intereiling manner, (if we except 
her voca] inferiority), fully compenfated for the 
abfence of her predeceflor. Mrs. Powerit fuf- 
tained the character of Lady Efiber Dorville, with 
ability, Mr. Bannister drew the line very hap- 
pily between overcharged fentimental declamation, 
and flinpancy of haraneue. The part of the Elder 
Lizard is admirably adapted for the comic powers 
of Mr. Suert, which he has an opportunity of dif- 
playing to full advantage, without defcending to 
buffoonery and grimace. Mr. DowrTon gave a 
correct delineation of Old Torrid; and Mifs Pore 
was, as fhe always is, perfectly at home in her 
part, as the virgin daughter of Lizard, ftraining 
every nerve to procure a huiband. | 





COVENT-GARDEN, Weduefdey, ‘fan.8, 1800. 
Tse Suspicious Hussanp, (Dr. Hoadley.) Vot- 
CANO, : 


We confider it, as an irrefragable proof of the 
prevalence of falfe tafte, that this lively and bufy 
comedy, ranks at prefent in the lift of what are 
technically denominated box-plays. Replete with 


incident; well, (and even, at times, high) fea- 
~ foned 
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foned with humour, repartee, and eguivogues, of 
very palpable allufion ; yet, inculcating withall, a 
weighty moral, of general utility, by expofing the 
felf-tormenting folly of jealoufy, on the one hand; 
and the evils of libertine principles, on the other ; 
we fhould have hoped, that a play of this defcrip. 
tion might command a good houfe; efpecially, 
when we fee the Theatres overflowing, night after 
night, with the crude abortions of Kotzebue, and 
the {till more fenfelefS productions of our own na- 
tive play botthers, who fucceed but too well ia 
cramming their vile trafh down the public throa’, 
by the help of a little fxg-/ong, a little atteation to 
the whim of the day; and above all, by an equally 
confummate degree of impudence, meannefi, and 
conceit. When an audience can once bring their 
ftomachs to digeft fuch naufeous fare, as Turz- 
pike-gate and Embarkation-mongers dith up for 
them; when they can patiently witnefs the repre- 
fentation of pieces patched together by wiiters, 
who neither pofféfs genius, nor education—writers, 
who are equally deftitute of ideas, and the power 
of exprefling ideas (if they were capable of form- 
ing any,) in appropriate language; when once 
the tafte of the town is debauched to fo hopelefs a 
degree as this, legitimate drama muft look for a 
very cool and forbidding reception. Then is the 
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this vile herd of illiterate play-mongers to watch 
their opportunity, and gather in the harveft of 
affociated dullnefs and impudence. 


But to return from this digreflion, tq the imme- 
diate confideration of the play itfelf we conceive 
the character of Ranger to be one of Mr. Lewis’s 
very beft parts. His delineation of the gay liber- 
tine, blending all the loofe propenfities of the rake 


-with the nobler fentiments of honour, and juftice to 


his friend, is a true tranfcript of nature. 


Mr. Murray, as Strickland, was in manner, in 
look, and in delivery, the very character which 
the author defigned, He ‘evinced a command 
of countenance, which {poke the part, if we may 
be allowed the paradox, without words, A dra. 
matic writer need never with to have a more ac- 
curate expofitor of his ideas. To uncommon 
juftnefs of conceptor, Mr. Murray joins equal 
powers of expreflion ; he is, beyond controverfy, 


the very firft declaimer the ftage of Covent-garden 
can boaft. 


Happy fhould we be, could we give as favoura- 
ble a report of Mr. Hotman’s performance, in the 
character of Frankly. But, alas! what a woeful 
failing-off was here! A more infipid, tame, unim- 
paffioned lover we never witnefled on the Stage. 

His 























WEEKLY THEATRICAL REPORT. $5 


His delivery was the precife antitype of a fchool- — 
boy reciting his leflon or a parif/b-clerk giying out 
aftave. A parrot might be brought to rival him: 
in declamation. . 

“ I'l] have a ftarling fhall be taught to /peak.’’ 


Bellamy found a much more able reprefentative, 
in Mr. CLAREMONT. 


Mrs. Mirxs performed the part of acintha 
with fpirit, and a pleafing degree of archnefs, 
Mifs Cuapman, as Mrs. Strickiand, we thought, 
Jooked rather more fullen and peevifh than the 
character required. Whether Ranger preffed the 
queftion too home to her, or not, it is out of our 
power to determine. 


Milfs Berrerton’s Clarinda, favours too much 
of the caft and manners of a demirep. . She isa 


gay, lively, coquet, but ought to be free from 
every /rait of vulgarity. 


° 


DRURY-LANE, Thur/day, Fan. 9, 1800. 
The Rivats. (R. B. Sheridan )—Lonoiska. 


Comedy is, in no fhape whatever, the line in 
which nature has deftined Mr. Kempie to walk. 
His Falkland is, at beft, but entitled to the praife 
of mediocrity. Weregret to fee talents of the firft 

eminence, 
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eminence, when exerted in their proper fphere, 
| degraded to the level of common capacity, by a 
miftaken application. 





Mifs Merion’s lydia Langui/o, like mott of 


her parts in this line, is a copy of Mis. orpan’s 
tyle of acting. But, in making this remark, we 
ihould be forry to difcourage this a¢trefs, who 
certainly poffefles no mean comic powers. 


— £2 


Mr. Power, as Captain Absolute, acquits him- 
felf. with credit; and Mr. Dowton perfonates Sir 
Anthony with fuccefs. Milfs Pape is very happy 
in her delineation of Mrs. Maelcprop; but Mr. 
Bannister launches too much into the owtré and 
extravagant in his performance of dcres. Mr. 
Patmer, as Sir Lucius O'Trigger, fuftained this 
eccentric character with humour. 








1 COVENT-GARDEN, Thuz/day, Fan. 9, 1800. 
The Brrtu-Day. (From Kefzeoue, by Mr. Did- 
din.) —The Voicano. 





We have already fufficiently defcanted upon the 
merits of this Anglo-German Drama: We fh:l', 
therefore, only add, that amone other inaccura- 
cies, which we noticed in the reprefentation, the 
conftant ufe of the conditional! conjunction uf, in-~ 
i flead of the interrogatory whether, calls loudly 
for 
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for animadverfion and correction. Grammatical 
blunders are certainly inexcufable in writers, who 
pretend to direét as well the tafte, as the amufe- 
ment of the town. 


Mrs. Davenport’s atting, in the character of 
Mrs. Moral, ought not to be paffed over without 


commendation. 


Before we difmifs this fubject, we muft take the 
liberty of remarking, that both the Captain, and 
his old fervant Funk, indulge themfelves in the pri- 
vilege of curfing and fwearing, with a greater de- 
oree of latitude and licence, than to us appears ne- 
ceflary for the prefervation of their nautical cha- 
racter. Ever and anon, they rap out oaths in pro- 
fufion, which, on account of their coarfenels, and 
profanenefs, ought to be very fparingly made ufe 
of on the ftage. A little retrenchment, in this par- 
ticular, would greatly improve the picce. 








DRAMATIC INTELLIGENCE. 


ET I 
Reluctant to widen a breach between two par- 
ties, by a premature difclofure of facts, whilit there 
exifts a poflibility of bringing the difpute to an 
amicable adjuftment, we cautioufly refrain, though 
no 
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no ftrangers to the bufinefs in queftion, from inter- 
fering in the controverfy between the Performers 
and the Manager of Covent-Garden Theatre. Whiltt 
we admit, that the Perforitiers have made out, in 
many refpects, a ftrong plea of grievance, we en- 
tertain no doubt but the liberality and juftice of 
the managers will induce them to offer adequate 


compeniation and redrefs, 


The Rino, or Love Me ror Mysetr, an- 
nounced for reprefentation next week, at Drury- 
Lane, as a New Mufical After-piece, is a Revival, 
under a different name, and with confiderable al- 
terations, of Mr. Liniey’s unfuccefsful entertain- 
ment, entitled The Pavillion. According to Greens 
Room report, nearly the whole of the dialogue has 


been re-written. 


It appears that the wholefome reftraint we have 
attempted to impofe upon the wantonnefs and ty- 
ranny of New/papers, has not wholly failed of the 
defired effect. We have fearched the different 
diurnal prints this week, with great care, and have 
fcarcely been able to difcover a fingle paragraph in 
them, relating to theatricals. We are happy to 
perceive, that the lecture we had occafion to read 
to them laft week, has not been thrown away. 





As The Srrancer is announced for reprefentation this 


Evening, we have been led to poftpone our promifed Review 
of ‘The German Trreairs till the next Number. Probably 


moft of our Readers are apprized, that The Germaw THRA- 
Re commences with the Drama of The StRancER, 











a. 


ee 





